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armament than the British frigates which they shot
to pieces with such methodical accuracy.

When war was declared, the American Govern-
ment was not quite clear as to what should be done
with the navy. In New York harbor was a squad-
ron of five ships under Commodore John Rodgers,
including two of the heavier frigates or forty-fours,
the President and the United States. Rodgers had
also the lighter frigate Congress, the brig Argus,
and the sloop Hornet. His orders were to look for
British cruisers which were annoying commerce off
Sandy Hook, chase them away, and then return to
port for "further more extensive and particular
orders." One hour after receiving these instruc-
tions the eager Rodgers put out to sea, with Captain
Stephen Decatur as a squadron commander. The
quarry was the frigate Behidera, the most offen-
sive of the British blockading force. This warship
was sighted by the President and overtaken within
forty-eight hours. An unlucky accident then oc-
curred. Instead of running alongside, the Presi-
dent began firing at a distance and was hulling the
enemy's stern when a gun on the forecastle burst
and killed or wounded sixteen American sailors.
Commodore Rodgers was picked up with a broken
leg. Meanwhile the Belvidera cast overboard her